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SUB J : PETROLEUM PRICES AND AVAILABILITY IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
REF: STATE 229536 

1. WORLD PETROLEUM CRUNCH HAS YET TO MAKE ITSELF FELD IN CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA. IN TELEVISED SPEECH ON NOVEMBER 23, MINISTER IN CHARGE OF 
FEDERAL PRICE OFFICE MICHAL SABOLCIK SPECIFICALLY ASSURED PUBLIC THAT 
IT COULD CALMLY PROCEED WITH CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WITH NO FEAR OF PRICE 
INCREASES OF "CONSUMER GOODS SUCH AS FURNITURE AND PETROL." SABOLCIKS 

SPEECH WAS INTENDED, AT LEAST IN PART, TO PROVIDE REASSURANCES 
FOLLOWING MARKED UPSWING IN RETAIL PRICE OF GOLD IEWELLRY, WHICH HE 
CLAIMED WERE INSTITUTED TO BRING LOCAL PRICES IN LINE WITH THOSE IN 
NEIGHBORING COUNTIRES AND PREVENT "SPECULATION BY TOURISTS.” 

2. YET ANOTHER BIT OF REASSURANCE WAS GIVEN WHEN NOVEMBER 26 
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TONS OF CRUDE DAILY. 

3. CZECHOSLOVAK DEPENDENCE ON SOVIET PETROLEUM SUPPLIES IS VIRTUALLY 
COMPLETE-SOME NINETY-FOUR PERCENT OF CZECHOSLOVAK POL IS OF SOVIET 
ORIGIN. PRAGUE RUMOR MILL, NORMALLY VERY SENSITIVE TO POTENTIAL OR 
ACTUAL SHORTAGES OF ALL TYPES, HAS NOT YET REFLECTED ANY CONCERN 

RE AVAILABILITY OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. 

4. CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNMENT HAS MADE ITS ANNUAL WINTER APPEAL FOR 
CONSERVATION OF ELECTRICITY, BUT THIS IS MORE LIKELY DUE TO CHRONIC 
SHORTAGE OF POWER GENERATION EQUIPMENT RATHER THAN ANY FUEL 
SHORTAGES. 
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